TACKLE TIPS

When packing your tackle; make your tackle selections as portable as possible.  Much of the best fishing is on portage lakes.  Overall, I would take two rods and three reels.  This will allow you coverage in case something should happen.  When portaging, use a backpack ; it is ideal.  Use small plastic boxes and leave the big tackle box back at the cabin.  I carry one rod and two reels.  I normally carry something that is bulletproof like a “Red Rhino” as a spare.  Make sure you have your assortment of hooks, sinkers, swivels, and leaders.  

Don’t bring landing nets; the boats are equipped with them.  However, if you have a small gaff with a short handle, you might want it.  It will be more portable and actually more effective for landing pike.  If you have a small anchor, you might want to bring it too.  Please bring a fishfinder / depthfinder.  We no longer rent them.
I have listed some lures below that have been effective at Bear Lake.  Believe me, I get no endorsement money from suggesting them.  I have my favorites.  I won’t go out without vintage Hot-n-Tots, Kelley’s Plow Jockey’s, Tube Jigs, Rattle Traps and Mepps Cyclops.  White twister tails jigs are also good. Make sure you are portable.  

All this being said, there is no substitute for live bait; night crawlers and minnows.  Live bait will outperform artificial.  Bait can be purchased at the camp.  Canadian crawlers are approximately $ 60 per flat of 500 and this is normally good for two fishermen for a week.  I also can’t wait to try the newer Senko worms out on remote lakes.
	SUGGESTED TACKLE & LURES

	PIKE
	WALLEYE
	BASS

	 Dare Devils , Mepps Cyclops
	 Erie Dearies
	 Plow Jockeys / Plastic Worms

	 Williams Wobblers
	 Mister Twister Tails
	 Mepps Black Fury

	 Buzz Baits (for Bass)
	 Assorted Jig heads
	 Storm (Hot-n-Tots)

	 Rapala & Rebels   also good for early Lakers                   

 (silver & black - both deep and shallow running)
	 Jigs w/minnows or worms
	 Spinners, Spoons, &   Crankbaits, & a top water frog

	 Bombers
	 Wiggle Warts
	 Tube Jigs

	 Safety Pin Spinner Baits
	 Canadian Wigglers
	 Jitterbugs

	 Rattle Traps (troll or quick retrieve)
	 Lindy Rigs
	 Road Runners


Make sure you bring two medium action rods.  Many folks will bring one Ultra Light and another rod with 12 lb test, fire line or another braided line.  

Bring a good assortment of terminal tackle like hooks, sinkers, bobbers, bottom bouncers, and swivels as well.  Wire leaders are a must.  Many people also enjoy cooking their catches out on the lakes and then relaxing in Mother Nature’s Diner.  So I would also recommend making a shore lunch kit.  A typical shore lunch kit would contain everything that you would need to prepare your fish and make a lunch of it.  Make it portable.
Quite a few folks also enjoy camping out on some of back lakes.  If this intrigues you, then you will need to consider bringing the camping gear (tents, sleeping bags, camp stove etc.) to make it happen. 

TIPS

Poor Man’s Anchor – Here is a way of make a cheap and portable anchor for fishing the back lakes.  Bring a couple 

of empty mesh potato bags and some rope.  Fill the bags with rocks when you get to your lake    

and tie the rope to the bag.  Cheap, Portable,

Fishing Basket -       A fishing basket comes in handy.  The basket protects your catch and it is easier to carry your   

 

        catch back to the camp. 

Remember to check out the secured area of the website frequently.  We add content weekly and this is our way of staying in touch with you.  You will find maps of the lakes, tips, and copies of all the documents you have received in this packet and more.

